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SUBJECT: FRENCH ACCOUNT OF SITUATION IN VIET-NAM 

THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION ON SOUTH VIET-NAM, BASED ON RE- 
PORTS FROM FRENCH EMBASSY SAIGON WHICH THE FRENCH HAVE 
PASSED TO US HERE, IS PROVIDED FOR YOUR BACKGROUND USE. 

1. POPULATION REMAINS PASSIVE BUT NOT HOSTILE TO NEW 
RULERS. THERE ARE MORE ARMED TROOPS IN THE CITY THAN BE- 
FORE. SOLDIERS ARE YOUNG AND COURTEOUS. 
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2. AS FAR AS CAN BE DETERMINED, THERE HAVE BEEN NO POLI- 
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TICAL ARRESTS AND NO EXECUTIONS IN SAIGON. 

3. ON FOUR OR FIVE OCCASIONS, UNIDENTIFIED OFFICIALS HAVE 
COME TO THE EMBASSY TO INQUIRE WHETHER THERE ARE ANY POLI- 
TICAL REFUGEES ON THE PREMISES. 

4. FRENCH BUSINESSMEN HAVE BEEN CONTACTED AND ASKED FOR IN- 
VENTORIES. ACCOUNTS, ETC. THOSE OFFICIALS SEEKING SUCH IN- 
FORMATION HAVE INDICATED THEIR INTENTION TO GET IN TOUCH 
WITH THE FRENCH COMMERCIAL COUNSELOR BUT HAVE NOT YET DONE 
SO. 

5. A COMMITTEE FOR EXTERNAL RELATIONS HAS BEEN SET UP IN 
THE OLD MFA BUILDING. THIS COMMITTEE HAS NOTIFIED THE 
EMBASSY THAT IT WILL SOON LET THE EMBASSY KNOW HOW THE 
COMMITTEE WILL FUNCTION. 

6. THE POLISH AND HUNGARIAN HEADS OF ICCS DELEGATIONS HAVE 
DEPARTED, BUT HAVE LEFT ' REPRESENTATIVES OF THEIR FOREIGN 
MINISTRIES" IN SAIGON. 

7. THERE ARE TWO HYPOTHESES AS TO HOW THE COMMUNIST AUTHO- 
RITIES ARE PROCEEDING (NEITHER OF WHICH THE FRENCH EMBASSY 
DEFENDS OR DISCARDS): 

A. THE HANOI/PRG AUTHORITIES ARE MOVING WITH DELIBERATE 
SPEED TO SET UP A GOVERNMENT IN SAIGON; OR 

B. THE FAILURE TO ESTABLISH A GOVERNMENT IN SAIGON RE- 
SULTS FROM STRONG DISAGREEMENTS BETWEEN PRG AND HANOI 
AUTHORITIES AS TO HOW TO PROCEED. 

8. FRENCH AS SOURCE OF ABOVE INFORMATION SHOULD BE 
PROTECTED. KISSINGER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TROOP DEPLOYMENT, POLITICAL SITUATION, PUBLIC ATTITUDES, MILITARY OCCUPIED AREAS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 17 MAY 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ElyME 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975STATE1 15856 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: JRBULLINGTON:BK 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7501 74-1 194 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 9750541 /aaaabkjc. tel 

Line Count: 95 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ElyME 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 19 MAY 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <1 9 MAY 2003 by CunninFX>; APPROVED <03 OCT 2003 by ElyME> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FRENCH ACCOUNT OF SITUATION IN VIET-NAM THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION ON SOUTH VIET-NAM, BASED ON RE- 
TAGS: PINS, PINT, VS, FR, ICCS 
To: BANGKOK MULTIPLE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



